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Evaluated for Professionalism and Tested for Expertise 
 

Board certification recognizes attorneys’ 
special knowledge, skills and proficiency 
in various areas of law and professionalism 

and ethics in practice. 

Board certified lawyers are Evaluated for 
Professionalism, Tested for Expertise. 

 
Certification is The Florida Bar’s highest level 

of evaluation of the competency and 
experience of attorneys in the 26 areas of law 

approved for certification by the Supreme 
Court of Florida. 

 
 Established in 1982 by the Florida Supreme 
Court, board certification helps consumers 
identify specialists in various areas of law. 

 
Board certified Florida Bar members are  
allowed to identify themselves as “Board 

Certified,” or to use the letters “B.C.S.” for 
Board Certified Specialist on business cards 

or letterhead, in legal directories or in 
advertising.

 
7 percent of eligible Florida Bar members, approximately 4,800 lawyers, are board certified. 

A lawyer who is a member in good standing of The Florida Bar and who meets the standards 
prescribed by the state's Supreme Court may become board certified in one or more of the 25 

certification fields. Minimum requirements for certification are listed below;  
each area of certification may contain higher or additional standards. 

 
 

 Practice law for a minimum of five years.  
 Demonstrate substantial involvement in the field of law 

for which certification is sought.  
 Pass satisfactory peer review of competence in the 

specialty field as well as character, ethics and 
professionalism in the practice of law.  

 Satisfy the certification area’s continuing legal education 
requirements.  

 Receive a passing grade on the examination required of 
all applicants or meet strict criteria to exempt the exam. 
 

 
 
Board certification is valid for five years, during which time the attorney must continue to practice law and 
attend Florida Bar-approved continuing legal education courses. To be recertified, lawyers must meet 
requirements similar to those for initial certification. Not all qualified lawyers are certified, but those who 
are board certified have taken extra steps to have their competence and experience evaluated. 
  

FloridaBar.org/certification 

“Lawyers strive for excellence in every 
endeavor. Board certification is the natural 

progression of this innate desire, as it is the 
only way that they can say they are 

‘evaluated for professionalism and tested 
for expertise.’ This highest of achievements 
not only benefits the individual lawyer, but by 
encouraging lawyers to hone their skills and 

practice with professionalism, the certification 
program is a great service to The Florida Bar 

and the public.” 
 

~ 2015-2016 Board of Legal Specialization 
& Education Chair 

Cynthia Johnson-Stacks  




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Board Certification - What Does it Mean 2016.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
